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The Western PA Bleeding Disorders Foundation (WPBDF) is hereby stating its policy regarding 
board members’ relationships with industries having products or services related to the 
treatment of hemophilia or related bleeding disorders. 

WPBDF recognizes the important role that consumers (members or relatives of members with 
bleeding disorders) have on the Board of Directors. Having the consumer community 
represented on the Board serves a two-fold purpose: (1) to keep the Board mindful of its 
purpose and mission and (2) to provide a consumer “perspective” on issues brought before the 
Board. 

WPBDF also recognizes the importance of exemplary behavior, both from consumer and non-
consumer Board members. The Board recognizes the special circumstances that consumer 
Board members have with respect to their behavior with related industries. Understanding that 
consumer Board members may, in fact, have personal contact with members of industries with 
regard to their own personal needs or the needs of their family members for the treatment of 
hemophilia and related bleeding disorders, the following policy is set forth. 

1. Any Board member who is also a consumer or family member of a consumer, must not 
solicit or receive favors or care beyond product, product supplies, or services needed for 
the management of bleeding disorders from related industries. “Product” is defined as 
factor replacement therapy or other medicines or supplies related to the management of 
a bleeding disorder. “Favors or care beyond product” is defined as anything which is not 
product or product supplies or direct services needed for the management of a bleeding 
disorder. This would preclude a board member from soliciting or accepting industry 
payment of other, perhaps related, bills for care, trips, food, lodging or gifts of any kind. 
 

2. If any member of the Board or member of the consumer community accepts favors or 
services beyond product or product supplies, the WPBDF Board will not support that 
member. 

3. Board members may not work for industries that provide products or services for the 
management of patients with bleeding disorders. 
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